carlson homes brings you

St John’s Priory
Carlson Homes is proud to offer this
exceptionally unique four bedroom property,
set in one of Great Britain’s most desirable
rural locations.
As one of the UK’s most prestigious property
developers, Carlson Homes is renovating St
John’s Priory focusing on the perfect blend
of historic elegance merged with
contemporary style.
Dating back to 1877 this Grade II listed
property offers more than just a beautiful
home… St John’s Priory comes with enough
history to write a book on… So we did!
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Castle Cary

A historic market town, tucked away between the rolling hills of Somerset
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in the heart of the

English
Countryside
Discover Castle Cary – A lifestyle choice
loved by many…
Castle Cary, just 24 miles south of Bath, is
a picturesque market town nestled in the
tranquil South Somerset countryside. Despite
its rural surroundings, Castle Cary provides
incredibly efficient road and rail transport
links to many cities and large towns.
This sophisticated and friendly town is
home to a delightful array of independent
businesses including boutiques, shops,
galleries, delicatessens, cafes and restaurants.
The town boasts a bustling traditional
weekly market offering organic vegetables,
homemade jams and chutneys, artisan
breads and other local produce.
It really is impossible not to fall in love with the
undisputable charm of this Somerset gem!
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a piece of history...

St John’s Priory
Quintessential British architecture at its best…
St John’s Priory is an exceptional example of
historical British architecture that dates back
to 1877.
This Grade II listed property was originally
designed by Charles Bell for John Stephens
Donne of the Flax Mills family. Built using
Doulting and Bath stone ashlar, a plain
grey roof and ashlar chimney stacks with
ornamental caps, this stunning piece of
architecture boasts a rich and fascinating
historical story.
In World War II American Forces occupied
the Priory. Following the war it became
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the convent home of the Sisters of Jesus
Crucified who inhabited the building
until 1997.
It has since fallen into disrepair and requires
extensive renovation to restore many
parts of the building to their former glory.
Using architectural integrity, respectful
of the Priory’s original splendour, Carlson
Homes is transforming this property into a
luxurious home in keeping with its stunning
surroundings.
St John’s Priory is located in the centre of
Castle Cary - a town also rich in historical
events with records dating back to the
11th century.
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castle cary

Down the Years
1959

Mid 11th century
First settlement
in Castle Cary

15th century
Textile industry
begins to boom
in the town

Castle Cary Cricket
Club sends five
players to the
Olympic Games

A brigade of guards
and American
nurses were based
at Florida House

The Sisters of
Jesus Crucified, an
order of disabled
nuns from France,
moved in and
renamed the house
St John’s Priory

1942

1950

1986

The Convent of
the Visitation was
established at
Florida House

St John’s Priory
made a grade II
listed building

1940-43

1900
1470

1687-89

1837

1856

All Saints Church
built

Hadspen House
built

Castle Cary Cricket
Club founded

Castle Cary Railway
Station opens

1138

1468

1616

1779

1855

Castle besieged by
King Stephen

Castle Cary receives
a formal Market
Charter

Castle Cary Market
House built

The Roundhouse
Prison built

Castle Cary
Market House
rebuilt

1877
St John’s Priory
(known as Florida
House) built

Station, signal box
and Railway Hotel
destroyed by German
bomber, killing three

1997
The Sisters of Jesus
Crucified leave St
John’s Priory
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Historic

Castle Cary
Whilst St John’s Priory has seen its fair share
of momentous historical activity since it was
built in 1877, the town of Castle Cary has also
had an eventful past.
Whilst the town has expanded over recent
years it retains its original charm. Many of the
shopfronts in the town centre date back to
the 19th century and are still recognisable
from old photographs.
In the 15th century it became known for
its textile industry, manufacturing a cheap,
coarse, hard-wearing cloth that was made for
the poor. By the 18th century Castle Cary’s
textile offering had evolved to include the
production of good quality materials. In the
late 18th century the Donne family
established Flax Mills with John Stephens
Donne subsequently instructing the build
of St John’s Priory, then known as Florida
House. Florida House was known as one of
Castle Cary’s largest and most architecturally
ambitious buildings.
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Castle Cary offers rural living at its best,
with remarkably efficient links to urban hubs
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Nearby Bruton now provides an efficient
direct train link into London Waterloo, further
improving city access from this rural haven.
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With many vibrant smaller towns nearby,
Castle Cary really does have it all.
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on your doorstep

Exceptional
Education
Castle Cary and its neighbouring towns are
home to some of the best local independent,
public day and boarding schools in the country,
making the town popular with families wanting
the best education for their children.
Within the town itself you will find Castle
Cary Community Primary School, Lovington
C of E Primary School and Ansford Academy
Secondary School. Nearby Bruton offers Bruton
Primary School, King’s Bruton Independent Day
& Boarding Secondary School, Bruton School
for Girls, which provides day and boarding
opportunities for girls aged between 3 and 18
years, and Sexey’s State Boarding School.
Slightly further afield, but all within easy reach of
Castle Cary, are Millfield Independent School for
Boys & Girls from 2 to 17, Sherborne Independent
Boys’ Boarding School and Hazlegrove
Independent Day & Boarding School for boys
and girls aged 21/2 to 13, which is set within 200
acres of parkland.
The choice and standard of the schools in
and around Castle Cary is just one of its many
attractions for families looking for a lifestyle
choice that benefits each generation.
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something for everyone

Relax & Enjoy
In this part of Somerset, you can enjoy a
multitude of surroundings and atmospheres.
From chocolate-box-twee Castle Cary to
the trendy and vibrant town of Bruton – you
really can make the most of whatever takes
your fancy…
With a wide selection of leisure facilities
including Wincanton Racecourse and
Orchardleigh Golf Club, in addition to the
roaming countryside that is on your doorstep,
there’s plenty to occupy you in this incredibly
sought-after part of the world.
As well as the already excellent local facilities,
Hadspen House Boutique Hotel & Spa
Complex is due to open soon, following an
extensive refurbishment. It is rumoured that
the hotel will be securing some well-known
celebrity chefs!
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finished to the

Highest
Standard
St John’s Priory is being lovingly restored
using thoughtful design to incorporate
practical modern-day living with its original
historic beauty. Great attention to detail
is being applied throughout every stage
of the renovation, resulting in the perfect
combination of bold features and subtle
nuances.
Whilst The Priory exudes historical style
and elegance, contemporary comforts and
technology will be carefully integrated to
create a luxurious home.
St John’s Priory is undoubtedly a distinctive
property that offers a unique lifestyle in
incomparable surroundings.
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your very own

KITCHEN

Historic Gem

DINING

UTILITY

Over the next few pages you’ll find floor

WC

plans of St John’s Priory. Dimensions of the
rooms are also listed below.
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COATS

First floor
LOUNGE

Lounge

7689 x 5472

Master bedroom
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Dining room

8229 x 7348
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Kitchen
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LOBBY

ENT

Dimensions in millimetres

Floor plan

Ground Floor
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your home

Your Choice
Carlson Homes will work closely with the
purchaser providing the opportunity to
personalise many parts of St John’s Priory,
creating a completely bespoke finish.
Kitchen specifications, sanitary ware,
floor finishes and more can be tailored to
individual taste and preferences. Every care
will be taken thought the restoration to utilise
only the highest quality products and most
skilled craftsmen.
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About Us
Carlson Homes specialises in renovating
and building unique and stylish properties in
carefully selected highly desirable locations
across the UK.
As an independent property developer
we pride ourselves on creating prestigious
properties that offer more than just a home

Sources

– we consider lifestyle opportunities in each

www.castle-cary.co.uk

and every one of our projects.
From location and transport links, to
panoramic views and carefully planned

www.britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101056249-st-johns-priory-castle-cary

Photography
Green Square - www.greensquare.me
Lurcio - http://mapio.net/a/17999122

features, we provide homes that cleverly

Boydell & Brewer - https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/som/vol10/pp14-25

combine comfort with luxury and practicality

Peter Kazmierczak - http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1803994

with style.

Sludge G - https://www.flickr.com/photos/sludgeulper/3242957762
- https://www.flickr.com/photos/sludgeulper/3996581872
The Glastonbury Pilgrimage - http://thepilgrims.org.uk/1978/home.php?day=14

From concept to completion our attention

Barry Lewis - https://www.flickr.com/photos/16179216@N07/8201146558

to detail and passion for quality in all we do
ensure that every Carlson Homes property is
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somewhere you’d be proud to call home.

Polly Raynes
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www.carlsonhomes.co.uk

